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September 10, 2014 

Brian J. Hanlon 

Director 

DC Department of General Services 

2000 14
th

 Street NW, 8
th

 Floor  

Washington, DC 20009 

 

VIA E-MAIL:  brian.hanlon@dc.gov 

 

RE:  Lease Renewal for Capitol Hill Arts Workshop, 545 7
th

 Street SE 

 

Dear Director Hanlon: 

 

Capitol Hill Arts Workshop (CHAW) provides an invaluable service both to the 

Capitol Hill Community and to the City at large.  CHAW has operated on District 

of Columbia property under a long term lease with a $1 cost for many years, and 

we are writing to ask the City to continue those terms under any updated 

(renewed) lease.  This position was approved in a regularly scheduled meeting of 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6B by a vote of 8-0. 

 

CHAW is currently operating under a short term lease (actually, a one-year 

extension to a lease signed in 2004)  after having been an exemplary tenant over 

the last 34 years, making investments into the building and serving as a good 

steward of this historic building.  CHAW employs over 8 full-time staff and more 

than 40 part-time teaching artists and, on an annual basis, serves more than 20,000 

students and visitors.  It is also worth noting that CHAW activities provide the 

City with direct revenue of $156,000 in taxes as a result of goods and services 

related to CHAW programing. 

 

CHAW plays a unique role in arts education for our community, involving the city 

residents in a broad range of artistic enterprises, but with a true focus on children 

and education. 
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ANC 6B Letter to Brian J. Hanlon 

RE:  Lease Renewal for Capitol Hill Arts Workshop, 545 7
th

 Street SE 

 

This educational service is not just provided for those who can afford it.  CHAW provides 

significant financial support for children and families of all incomes.  Its programing and 

budgeting allow for truly equal access to the arts and arts education, and, in this respect, it acts in 

the spirit and mission of many of the City’s own efforts.   

 

The participating community of CHAW provides financial support through tuition assistance and 

flexible payment plans. Any additional cost from the City inherently shifts the burden to 

participating residents to pay for these programs that are principally the responsibility of the 

City.  Over the last four years, CHAW has provided $300,000 in scholarship support, including 

support for after-school and summer camp for children residing at the DC General Homeless 

Shelter. 

 

CHAW’s approach to tuition assistance and support for children who cannot afford the basic arts 

education and educational support is unique in our area.  Many other programs in the area 

operate with either direct government support or through purely private support as businesses.  

CHAW’s approach to providing access to the arts to reach the populations most in need results in 

services for children who would not otherwise get them.   

 

This unique delivery of service to the City is more than enough justification for the City to 

continue the same support that it provides to other community serving institutions in the area.  

The corollary, in our assessment, is that raising the rent on CHAW will almost completely be felt 

by the populations most in need of services. Even modest lease costs could double the amount 

CHAW has to raise from the community in donations or be directly offset by reducing support 

for youth in-need. 

 

ANC 6B fully supports a renewal of the Department of General Services lease with CHAW and 

requests that a 15-year lease at the $1 rate be executed by the end of the calendar year. 

 

Sincerely, 

      
Brian Flahaven 

Chair 

 


