
 

 

Proposed Request for Offers for the Eastern Branch Building (261 17th Street SE) 
DRAFT – Community Feedback – DRAFT 
ANC 6B’s Hill East Task Force held two community meetings in April 2014 to get community feedback on 
the DC Department of General Services’ plans to issue a RFO for the Eastern Branch Building. The city-
owned building, home of a former Boys & Girls Club, is in need of significant repair and has been vacant 
since 2007.  
 
Constraints 

 No city funding anticipated. 

 City wants to lease, not sell. 

 Zoning is R-4 with an exemption for social service uses. Need clarity on what is included in 
exemption and whether exemption carries with property if building razed. 

 Roof needs to be replaced. 

 Electrical needs to be replaced, plumbing needs significant repair. 

 No air conditioning. 

 Pool has significant damage and has not been in use for past 15 years. 

 No ADA features such as elevators or ramps. 
 

Feedback 

 Preference to use existing building and/or preserve façade. City should give preference to 
proposals that seek to keep as much of the building as possible. City should also be open to 
receiving responses that involve demolition of building. If new building necessary, should be 
consistent with current building and include a nod to original building’s history such as reusing 
small elements. 

 Community open to housing in a portion of the building to make project financially attractive to 
developers/organizations. Particular interest in senior housing and/or housing for families. 
Envision housing on top levels of building. 

 Desire for some community space in the building. The space could be flexible and used for 
multiple purposes. Envisioned on the first floor.  

 Preferred uses for community “flex” space – daycare, adult daycare or senior services, 
recreational use (dance or fitness classes, etc.) and community meeting/event space. 
Community would like to see this flex space used by all ages. 

 Recognizing that Eastern Branch was the only recreational facility in the neighborhood, city 
should commit to investing in recreational activities in the neighborhood, particularly use of 
existing facilities at Payne Elementary and Eastern High School.  
 

Other Comments 

 Lease length needs to be significantly longer than 20 years (at least 60 years).  

 When RFO is released, it should be open for at least 60 days.  

 DGS should conduct an updated analysis on the state of the building to inform the RFO. Should 
make it clear if city funding may be available to help with capital costs.  

 DGS should include a projected cost to demolish the building in the RFO.  

 DGS public hearing on disposition should be at Payne Elementary School.  

 Responses should speak to how potential uses will impact surrounding neighborhood and 
include plans to mitigate parking, noise issues.  

 Community, through ANC 6B, should have an opportunity to weigh in with comments on RFO 
responses received.  


