
ANC 68 RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO BILL I9.2I9,
..WARI) REDISTRICTING AMENDMENT OF 2OII"

WHEREAS the Subcommittee on Redistricting, co-chaired by Councilmembers
Michael Brown and Jack Evans, and including Councilmember Phil Mendelson,
approved Bill 19-219, the "Ward Redistricting Amendment Act of 2011" on
Thursday, May 26,2011;

WHBREAS Bill 19-219 now goes to the full DC Council for first reading on June
7,201I and final reading later in June 20ll;

WHEREAS ANC 68 unanimously approved the attached Redistricting Resolution
on May l0,20l l ;

WHEREAS the Subcommittee on Redistricting failed to specifically address ANC
6B's concerns in its report accompanying Bill 19-219;

WHEREAS Capitol Hill is a compact, contiguous, cohesive neighborhood
bounded on the west by the Capitol building and on the east by a geographical
boundary, the Anacostia River;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 would divide the eastern half of Capitol Hill and would
move 9,330 residents out of Ward 6 and into different Wards, the overwhelming
majority of which reside on Capitol Hill;

WHEREAS around 3,600 of the 9,330 residents moving into other wards from
Ward 6 under Bill l9-219 represent populations residing at the DC Jail and various
homeless shelters, further diminishing the political power of the Capitol Hill
residents who would be placed in Ward 7;

WHEREAS Ward 6 is within the accepted population parameters and does not
require adjustment;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 removes more population than is necessary from Ward 6,
making it the smallest Ward in DC;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 almost guarantees that Ward 6 will be heavily redistricted
in 10 years because Ward 2 and Ward 5 would no longer have contiguous borders;



WHEREAS Bill lg-2lg makes 17th Street SEA{E the boundary between Wards 6
& 7, an illogical boundary that divides Capitol Hill and effectively hurts the
collective voice and representation of residents on the eastern end of Capitol Hill;

WHEREAS while approximately 9,000 Ward 7 residents (12 percent) would live
in Capitol Hill under Bill 19-219, an overwhelming majority of approximately
66,000 of Ward 7 residents (88 percent) would reside in neighborhoods east of the
Anacostia River, making Capitol Hill residents a significant minority in Ward 7;

WHEREAS the eastern end of Capitol Hill is a diverse and unified community
where residents have worked and continue to work together to combat crime, and
organize and build a successful neighborhood;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 splits the most diverse census tracts on Capitol Hill and
moves them to Ward 7, reducing the diversity of Capitol Hill;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 and its accompanying report casually dismisses the
legitimate concerns of thousands of Capitol Hill residents who asked that their
neighborhood remain united, including more than a thousand residents who signed
a petition in support of maintaining a compact, contiguous, cohesive Capitol Hill;

WHEREAS hundreds of Capitol Hill residents attended public meetings and
forums with members of the Subcommittee on Redistricting and contacted them
via telephone, email, and in person in their Council offices voicing concerns about
the extrusion of any portion of Capitol Hill through redistricting;

WHEREAS in the report accompanying Bill 19-219, the Subcommittee on
Redistricting cites an unscientific redistricting game on the Greater Greater
Washington website as a reason for pursuing l7'n St. SEAIE as the new ward
boundary between Wards 6 8.7, despite the fact that the game did not allow users
to select 17th St. SEAIE as a boundury;

WHEREAS the Subcommittee on Redistricting states in its report that "The
Subcommittee's goal is to reunite neighborhoods and propose Ward boundaries
that will keep the disruption of current neighborhoods to a minimum. The
subcommittee also seeks to keep each Ward as compact as possible and align with
census tract boundaries."



WHEREAS the selection of 17'n Street as the Ward boundary line violates the
Subcommittee's goal to keep disruption of current neighborhoods to a minimum,
and divides four census tracts:

WHEREAS the Subcommittee on Redistricting states in its report that "The
proposed boundary of 17th Street is clear and simple; this is a goal of redistricting."

WHEREAS the Subcommittee on Redistricting inconsistently applied "clear and
simple" boundaries, as shown by the gerrymandered border between Wards 2 & 6;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 would place the historic Congressional Cemetery in Ward
7, while most of its daily users and contributors, including hundreds of dog
walkers, live in Ward 6;

WHEREAS ANC 68 is the leading proponent of the Hill East Waterfront
Development, also known as Reservation 13, a mixed-use retail and residential
project that will be a gateway to Capitol Hill from the east;

WHEREAS ANC 68 and the residents of Capitol Hill have been waiting for the
city to announce a developer for the Hill East Waterfront and for the project to
begin;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 would place the Hill East Waterfront in another Ward,
effectively separating the site from the Capitol Hill residents who have worked for
years on the project and will be most affected by its development or lack thereof;

WHEREAS Bill 19-219 could result in further delay in the development of
Reservation 13 as a new Councilmember with no historv or connection with the
site will have an opportunity to shape its future;

WHEREAS residents of the eastern end of Capitol Hill live in close proximity to
the DC Jail, various homeless shelters, sexually transmitted disease clinic, the
Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program, and methadone clinic on the
Reservation 13 site, which presents unique challenges unseen in other areas of the
city;

WHEREAS the Subcommittee on Redistricting failed to mention or recognizethat
Capitol Hill residents must contend with the increased crime and quality of life
issues that come with the DC government's decision to concentrate many social
services at the Reservation 13 site:



issues that come with the DC government's decision to concentrate many social
services at the Reservation 13 site:

WHEREAS residents from the Capitol building to the Anacostia River have
worked collectively and collaboratively with the Metropolitan Police Department
and other agencies to address quality of life issues related to Reservation l3;

WHEREAS the Subcommittee on Redistricting's recommendation that
Residential Parking Permit zones be de-coupled from Ward boundaries requires
separate Council consideration, is not a guarantee, and could raise a whole host of
issues and problems that could complicate and confuse rather than simpliff the
culTent system;

NOW IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED that ANC 68 strongly opposes Bill
19-219 and urges the DC Council to keep Capitol Hill united in any redistricting
plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 68 expects that this Resolution will be
accorded "great weight" by the DC Council, as required by DC law, and that the
Council will specifically address all the concems outlined in this resolution.

Bv an ANC 68 Executive Committee vote of 4-0.

Attest:

Andrew Jared Critchfield. Ph.D.
Secretary
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Date: May 30, 2011
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